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102 (Ceylon) Squadron Remembrance Weekend 
11 November 2019 

We gathered at Pocklington over remembrance weekend to remember those who died while 
serving with 102 (Ceylon) Squadron. The weather had been horrendous. John Williams was 
stuck in flood bound traffic for hours on his journey from Kent and our hearts went out to 
those people living quite close to Pocklington who had been flooded out by the River Don 
breaching its banks. 

Sadly there were only four of us to pay respects to the crew of G George at the Beckside 
Centre on the Saturday morning which was understandable given the terrible travelling 
conditions. We laid the wreath and made our silent tribute. 

 

Sunday dawned with bright sunshine and we made our way to St. Catherine's Church at 
Barmby Moor. On arrival we found out that our Chaplain, Reverend Jan Hardy, had had to 
go to her family because her mother was seriously ill. At less than 24 hours notice the 
Reverend Peter Nelson had stepped in and between the stalwart Church Warden Gordon 
Fallowfield and us we quickly adapted. The Church was full to the point of people having to 
stand in the entrance at the back. (Our thoughts went out to Rev. Jan during this difficult 
time.) The page in the Squadron Book was turned by Najla Bartlett who had only recently 
had a knee operation but insisted on performing the duty. John Williams gave the Kohima 
Exhortaion. 

In the absence of an Officer from RAF Linton Ouse which is closing, we were very fortunate 
to have an honour guard from the Pocklington School Combined Cadet Force, directed by 
Cadet Force Officer (and Teacher) Patrick Dare. They took part in the service conducted by 
Reverend Peter and then provided the guard at the Commonwealth War Grave Memorial 
service in the churchyard where Graham Horton laid the Association wreath. We also had the 
support of Barmby Moor Parish Council whose Chairman and the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Pocklington Town Council who laid wreaths there. 
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We then raced up to the Airfield memorial at the Wolds Gliding Club where Reverend Peter 
conducted the Act of Remembrance and the silence. Wreaths were laid by the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Pocklington Town, the Chairman of Barmby Moor Parish Council, the 
Association by John Williams, the Gliding Club and relatives.  

We retired to the Gliding Club Clubhouse where refreshments were served by Tonita the 
Club Admin Officer, in the absence of Judith and Colin Stevens. 
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Graham Horton, John Williams and I then took part in the Pocklington Town Remembrance 
Parade during which Graham laid our wreath at the World War 2 War Memorial. 

 
A busy weekend but the most important one in our Association calendar. 

APPEAL FOR HELP 

Following on from the recent mentions of Log Books, Clare Wilson, our amazing Archivist, 
needs some help in getting the copies of the Log Books indexed and catalogued into the 
Squadron Archive. 

Clare does the archivist role freely to us on the back of her work as a professional 
Genealogist and our work is done in the evenings after she has finished her 'day' work for her 
clients.The work is not onerous and only needs the ability to type stuff into a pre-prepared 
document Clare will supply and then email it back to her so that she can 'cut and paste' it into 
the main archive. 

I am 'targeting' you in particular as you all seem to be able to find your way round a 
computer/smartphone and have the necessary interest to help with this. 
You can contact Clare though a message through Messenger on here or through her Website, 

https://www.treehousegenealogy.co.uk 

Thank you 
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The Green Button Crew 
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Part 2 in the next issue



102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association Reunion Weekend 
Saturday/Sunday 8th/10th May 2020 

In 2020 we will again be holding the reunion. The format will be as in previous years: 

Friday 8th May 
Local events in and around Burnby Hall, Pocklington & the Town. 

Saturday 9th May 

• Informal memorial service at the G George Mmemorial at the Beckside Centre, West     
Green, Pocklington. 1100 am 
• Dinner at the Wolds Gliding Club at 6.30 pm for 7.00pm.  
• Speaker: Wing Commander (rtd) Chris Goss MA  
• Author of “It’s Suicide But It’s Fun” 

Sunday 10h May 
• Service at St Catherine’s Church Barmby Moor at 10.45am; followed by Association 

wreath laying at CWGC Memorial 
• Wreath laying at the airfield memorial next to the Wolds Gliding Club followed by light 

refreshments in the clubhouse at 12 Noon. 
• Association AGM in the clubhouse at approx. 12.30 p.m. 

Please contact me on the squadron email address if you have any questions at all about the 
weekend or need help making arrangements for travel or accommodation.  

All forms required for booking the weekend in addition to membership subscription 
forms can be found at the end of this newsletter if you wish to print them.  

Membership Renewal 

Subscriptions are now due for 2020.  The cost is the same as last year, (a minimum of £10), 
and can be paid by cheque (made out to 102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association) or by Bank 
Transfer which are the same as last year.  
If you want the details for Bank Transfer please contact me. Thank you.  

Website 

John Saville has finished a lot of work on the new 102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association 
website and it is now live! the website is now open for business.  

102ceylonsquadronassociation.org 

We need you to let us have your stories, your photos, your memories to develop this. Have a 
look and see what you think. 
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2020 – FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

8th to 10th May 2020 (Reunion Weekend) 

102 Ceylon Squadron - see above for reunion details 

Pocklington: 

7th May: The Pocklington History Group is hoping to organise a WWII/VE Day talk in 
church on the evening of Thurs 7 May and to set up one of our WWII photograph 
exhibitions in All Saints Church during Thursday that can be on display through the 
weekend.  Bernard Ross’ RAF Pocklington model will hopefully be on display in the Church 
as well. 
8th May: Burnby Hall Gardens, (33 The Balk, Pocklington, York YO42 2QF), is organising a 
WWII/VE Day family/party day on Friday the  8th May 11am-4pm (from the Burnby Hall 
Gardens website: "Join us for a 1945 themed family day featuring children’s activities and a 
concert of 1940’s music between 2pm and 4pm performed by Vintage Rhythms. Full details to 
be announced.") 
Kevin Warcup is organising a Friday afternoon piper for 'Battles O'er' and bugler for 'Last 
Post' in the Grape Lane WWII memorial garden and possibly to be repeated in the Burnby 
Hall Gardens straight afterwards. 
All Saints Church is talking to its bell ringers about a Friday evening peal. 
9th May: On Saturday 9 May All Saints Church is resurrecting a combined, one-day Flying 
Man/VE Day Festival. The church has been without a vicar for nearly two years, but it will 
give a town centre daytime focus for the Saturday.  
Nothing is yet organised for the Saturday evening in the town. 
Elvington: 
8th/10th May: There are VE Day events at the Yorkshire Air Museum (https://
yorkshireairmuseum.org/event/ve-day-75-celebrations-at-the-yorkshire-air-museum/) 

MEMORIAL EVENTS. 
22nd/24th May: Brissy-Hamegicourt, 02240, Aisne, France. This is a service as part of a 
project (Mission Fraternité 2020)  driven by Sami Thellier Boabdallah who lives in the 
village.  The main event takes place on the 23rd of May. 
The Association Secretary and members are accompanying relatives of the crew of DY-R 
shot down in 1940. 
 Provisionally 6th September: L’Abbeye Mortemer, LyonLa Foret, 27480, France. (North 
East of Rouen. A service t remember Huguette Verhague who rescued allied aircrew, 
including the four surviving crew of DY-O LW143 which crashed on the 29th of June 1944. 
The Association Secretary is attending this event. 
Remembrance Weekend Sunday  2020 
7th/8th November: Services of Remembrance. 
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‘And when you come to 102 
And think that you will get through 

There’s many a fool who thought like you 
It’s suicide but its fun.’ 

Anonymous 102 Squadron member, 1941. 
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Royal Air Force 
Pocklington Airfield 

The home of 102 (Ceylon) Squadron RAF and 405 (Vancouver) Squadron 
RCAF No 4 Group Bomber Command during World War II from where so 
many gave their lives in the cause of freedom. 

This memorial was raised by Old Comrades in gratitude to all those men 
and women who served in both squadrons in War and Peace



102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association.  
Membership Renewal/Application 2020/21 

Please return to: 
Harry Bartlett. Sec., 
25 Horndean Avenue, Wigston, Leicestershire, LE18 1DP 
Tel 0116 2129996, email:102squadronassociation@gmail.com 

I would like to RENEW / JOIN as a member please find enclosed my  
subscription of £……………… (Min £10.00) – due on the 28th February 2020 
Payment can be made by cash. Cheque or *Bank Transfer (*Contact the Secretary for details) 
Cheques payable to: 102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association 
Would you prefer all squadron correspondence and the newsletter  

by the internet         or by post? 

Signed………………………………………….   Date…………………… 

Your Name

Your connection to 102 
Squadron. Dates served & 
rank or relative’s name

Full Address: 
(or contact address)

County:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Other Information:
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102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association.  
Reunion - Pocklington  

SAT/SUN 8th / 10th May 2020 

I enclose £………. for……..places at the Reunion Dinner at £22.50 per place. Please make cheques 
out to 102 (Ceylon) Squadron Association. Please email me if you wish to make a payment by bank 
transfer. 

Signed………………………………………….   Date……………… 

Please return to Harry Bartlett. Secretary 
25, Horndean Avenue, Wigston, Leicestershire, LE18 1DP 

Tel 0116 2129996 
Email: 102squadronassociation@gmail.com

Please print all details

Your Name

Address: 

Post Code

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Please list all 
members and 
guests with Christian 
names.

Indicate if you wish to 
be seated with any 
other member/s 

Number of guests 
requiring a vegetarian 
or alternate option.
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